Accepté le 01-10-2003 .
Figure 1
Sensillum placodeum of M. calthella (X 8,500) (from Faucheux 1999) .
Figure 2
Sensilla auricillica of Homoeosoma electellum (Hulster) (X 2,000) (from Faucheux 1999).
Until now, the ascoid sensilla were considered as a good autapomorphy of the antennae of the Micropterigidae (Kristensen & Nielsen 1979) (fig. 4 ). This affirmation needs to be qualified because ascoid sensilla also exist in the Opostegidae (Davis 1989). However, in our opinion, the claim is for the most part justified as the structure of the hair wall is different in the two families. The ascoid sensilla of the Micropterigidae have a thin, flattened wall surface, which is perforated only on the upper surface (Faucheux 1997) (fig. 5) whereas those of the Opostegidae have a circular wall surface which is both thick and entirely perforated ( fig. 6 ).
If these considerations are taken into account and if the existence of sensilla placodea were confirmed in other genera of Micropterigidae, the presence of sensilla placodea, rather than that of ascoid sensilla, could be considered autapomorphic of the ground plan of the family Micropterigidae.
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